A number of studies in hyperthyroid patients have shown that growth hormone (GH) response to various provocative stimuli may be decreased (Burgess et al., 1966; Giustina et al., 1971; Yeung, 1973) or normal (Katz et al., 1969; Rosenfeld et al., 1969) . Yeung et al. (1973) concluded that the excess of circulating thyroxine had a direct suppressive effect on the hypothalamicpituitary regulation of GH secretion. Recently, Nillson et al. (1980) showed improved response of GH to insulin-induced hypoglycemia when the patients became euthyroid.
The sleep-related GH release has been considered to be a more physiological secretion than the insulin-induced secretion, and a consistent correlation has been confirmed between the elevation of serum GH and the onset of sleep, without rapid eye movement (non-REM) (Honda et al., 1969; Takahashi et al., 1968; Parker et al., 1969; Lucke et al., 1971) . However, there are few reports about the sleep-related GH release in thyrotoxic patients (Finkelstein et al., 1974 
